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our opinion on a former occasion [Vol. XX. p. 102.], and we 
still believe it true, that the first legislative act in favor of 
unlimited toleration, which is recorded of any government, was 
passed by the Roman Catholic colony of Maryland. 

We have not taken up Mr Hunter's Oration for the purpose of 
criticism, yet one or two remarks are demanded from us on this 
subject. With a good deal of vigor of thought, a rapid style of 
composition, and a high tone of patriotic feeling, there are some 
faults of language and rhetoric, which ought not to be passed 
over. You will find, for instance, such words as rationalize, 
stabilitated, inobstructible, insurgency, violative. Some of the 
author's metaphors are strained in no ordinary degree. He tells 
us, that the Rhode Islander, in the enjoyment of his religious 
liberty, ' may drink the waters of life, in rude simplicity, from 
the palm of his hand, from the crystal cup of reformed episcopa- 
cy, or from the embossed and enchased golden chalice of papal 
gorgeousness.' Again, Rhode Island ' is like the fabled sea 
nymph, described in the Grecian Anthology, and depicted on 
antique gems and eameos, of exquisite exility of form, but whose 
long, slender, and streamy arms embrace, in their graceful fold, a 
hundred other islands and shores.' Once more, a certain opera- 
tion of the mind 'sublimates imagination to evanescence.' Few 
other passages are so extravagant as these, yet there are many 
examples of loose expressions, and an indefinite use of language, 
which should not have escaped an accurate writer. 



2. — The Ohio Gazetteer, or Topographical Dictionary, con- 
taining a Description of the several Counties, Towns, Vil- 
lages, Settlements, Roads, Rivers, Lakes, Springs, Mines, 
fyc. in the State of Ohio ; alphabetically arranged. By 
John Kilbourn. Eighth edition, carefully revised and 
corrected. Columbus, Ohio. 12mo. pp. 231. 

The progress of the states of the West, in population, wealth, 
and improvement, is so rapid, as not only to defy political calcula- 
tion, and set at nought all former precedent, but also to outstrip 
the geographer in his greatest speed. The tide is so strong and 
incessant, that the change is perpetual, and what is true to day 
will be doubtful tomorrow, and entirely false in a week to come. 
To no state does this remark apply more strikingly, than to Ohio, 
the astonishing growth of which, within the last thirty years, 
would have seemed a miracle at any former age of the world. 
Within the memory of thousands now living, Ohio was a wilder- 
ness, the abode only of savages and wild beasts ; it now contains 
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more than half a million of inhabitants, who exhibit evidences of 
improvement, and are prosecuting schemes of enterprise, that 
would do credit to the oldest nations. Indeed, the great canal 
now in execution, connecting the Ohio river with Lake Erie, and 
rui.ning a distance of more than three hundred miles, is a work 
of which Europe might justly boast. Civil institutions, agricul- 
ture, manufactures, and all the resources of power and wealth, ad- 
vance in the same rapid ratio. Seven colleges and about fifteen 
academies, have been established by charter in Ohio. Common 
schools are numerous, and are multiplying continually. About two 
years ago a law was passed, instituting a uniform system of com- 
mon schools throughout the state. 

The Ohio legislature consists of a senate and house of repre- 
sentatives, the members of which are chosen in districts accord- 
ing to the population. By the constitution the number of senators 
can never be over thirty six ; nor that of the representatives over 
seventytwo. There is a peculiar feature in the legislative author- 
ity, applicable, we presume, to very few of the states. The gen- 
eral assembly has the sole power of passing laws, the signature oi 
the governor being in no case necessary. The judges are chosen 
by the legislature for seven years ; the justices of the peace are 
chosen for three years by the people of each township. 

If success is a proof of merit, Mr Kilbourn's work demands 
praise. We have the eighth edition before us. His plan is sim- 
ple, and well adapted to his purpose. The towns, counties, rivers, 
and remarkable places, are arranged in alphabetical order, with 
such remarks attached to each, as its importance would seem to 
require. The number of inhabitants in the several townships, 
and the distances between the pvincipal towns, are carefully 
noted. In short, all the geographical and statistical knowledge 
usually found in gazetteers, has evidently been collected with 
great industry by the author, and exhibited in a manner at once 
perspicuous and satisfactory. He gives some curious particulars 
respecting the ancient mounds and fortifications in Ohio. 

But nothing has struck us as more odd, in looking through 
the book, than the number of places of the same name. We will 
add here a few examples. The name of Bloomfield, as given to 
a county and towns, occurs Jive times ; Canaan, four ; Center, 
five; Clinton, seven; Concord, eight; Fairfield, nine; German, 
five; Franklin, sixteen; Green, eighteen; Harrison, sixteen; 
Jackson, eighteen; Knox, Jive; Jefferson, eighteen; Liberty, 
eleven ; Madison, nineteen ; Milford, six ; Monroe, twenty ; 
Orange, six ; Oxford, seven ; Perry, fifteen ; Pike, nine ; Pleas- 
ant, seven; Richland, ten; Salem, thirteen; Springfield, thir- 
teen ; Troy, six ; Union, twenty seven ; Washington, twentytwo ; 
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Wayne, twenty. And this is not all ; the changes are rung on 
almost every name with the suffixes ville, field, burgh, and others. 
Thus we have Waynesville Waynesburgh, Waynesfield ; Jack- 
sonville, Jacksonburgh ; Franklinton. And then comes the pre- 
fix New, as New Liberty, New Madison, New Salem. A more 
deplorable confusion of names could hardly be imagined. It not 
unfrequently happens, indeed, that two adjoining counties have 
each a town of the same name, and bordering upon the same 
line ; thus, you have but a single step to take from 3Iadison in 
Franklin county to Madison in Pickaway county, these two towns 
being separated only by a line ; and so of others. The legisla- 
ture of Ohio could not do a wiser thing, than to appoint a com- 
mittee of ingenious men to devise as many distinct names, as 
there are separate towns in the state, and then to let them be as- 
signed by lot. This would require no great stretch of invention 
on the part of the said committee, and the benefit hereafter would 
be incalculable. 



3. — The Harvest Festival, with other Poems. By F. S. II. 
18mo. pp. 79. Boston. True & Greene. 

Notwithstanding the weeds sprinkled amongst these flowers, 
and notwithstanding an unnatural and inexcusable contempt, 
which the author entertains for a most laudable, painstaking, and 
responsible class of individuals, videlicet, reviewers, which we 
regret to perceive, but which time will doubtless correct in a 
young man ; notwithstanding these things, we say, he so com- 
bines a flow of numbers, often melodious, and a luxuriance of 
fancy, elegant though unpruned, with a delicate perception of 
whatever is beautiffll in nature, that we cannot but hail him, as 
one of that favored, but melancholy brotherhood, whose aspira- 
tions are ' beyond the visible diurnal sphere,' whose thoughts and 
desires do not seek the world so much, as, in his own language, 
they seek 

' the melody among the leaves 
Of the green woods,' 

and the brooks, as they 

' Go murmuring on, bathing the roots of flowers, 
And making music in their fine spun threads.' 

The ' Harvest Festival,' the longest poem in this collection, 
possesses merit, and, what is better, gives promise of dramatic 
excellence. Where the author intends to be familiar, his Ian- 



